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shoal inlets, few harbors, and vast mosquito in-
fested salt marshes and sandy thickets. In the
interior it was for the most part a level, heavily
forested, sandy, swampy country in its southern
portions, and rough and mountainous in the north-
ern portions. Even the entrance by Delaware
Bay was so difficult by reason of its shoals that it
was the last part of the coast to be explored. The
Delaware region and Jersey were in fact a sort of
middle ground far less easy of access by the sea
than the regions to the north in New England and
to the south in Virginia.

There were only two places easy of settlement
in the Jerseys. One was the open region of mead-
ows and marshes by Newark Bay near the mouth
of the Hudson and along the Hackensack River,
whence the people slowly extended themselves
to the seashore at Sandy Hook and thence south-
ward along the ocean beach. This was East Jersey.
The other easily occupied region, which became
West Jersey, stretched along the shore of the lower
Delaware from the modern Trenton to Salem,
whence the settlers gradually worked their way
into the interior. Between these two divisions lay
a rough wilderness which in its southern portion
was full of swamps, thickets, and pine barrens. So